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Right to The City: Civic Organization in
Taichung City

Zih-Lun Huang

Abstract

The right to the city has recently regained some of its prominence in the field of
urban theory. Urban theorists begin to revisit this idea for its emphasis on the public’s
civic engagement and minority’s voices. The large scale redevelopment and urban
renewal in Taichung created some of the worst urban crises the city has witnessed
over the years. These crises sparked intense debates between various groups and led
people to challenge each other on what makes a better Taichung. It is against this
backdrop of crises and debates, a new wave of city movement has begun. This study
uses interviews and field notes to explore how three civic groups in Taichung engage
the public and minority groups to construct different visions of the city. The study
finds that in this process of reclaiming residents’ right to the city, there is more work
to be done. In order to increase connection with local communities, civic groups must
translate their language into one that resonates more with local culture. Amendments
to the current urban planning process must also be made to systematically increase

resident participation.

Keywords: right to the city, translation, city movement, civic organizations, Taic-
hung city.
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