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Urban Communities and Culture: The Case of
Dongpingxiang Community in Hangzhou

Wei-Liang Zhang

Abstract

Urban community is the basic unit of a society, which culture can exactly show
the change of a city and society. In the context of Chinese modernization, urban
communities are undergoing tremendous changes, and how to inherit traditional
culture, adapt for and create a new culture is still a confusing question for them.
This project will investigate the morphological feature, life way of residents, cultural
form and globalization in communities of the city centre through the combination
of the fieldwork and historical research, especially for the case of Dongpingxiang
community in Hangzhou, and point out that it is difficult for those communities of the
city centre try to create an ideal mode of urban culture as the traditional culture fades

away.

Keywords: spatial identification, community culture, Dongpingxiang community,
globalization.
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